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FUNERAL 
PAYMENTS 

Instructions for reporting the death of a child/ward are located in 
SRM 172, Child/Ward Death Alert Procedures and Timeframes.  

Note:  Title IV-E funds cannot be used for any funeral expenses. 

Payments for funeral expenses for wards whose parental rights 
have not been terminated are the responsibility of the child's family. 
Families in financial need should be informed of the possibility of 
the local office assuming the burial cost of an indigent ward; see 
ERM 306, Burials. 

For a child living out of state, the placement must apply for that 
state’s emergency funds for the funeral payments at their local 
office. If the state the child is living in will not pay for the funeral 
expenses, Michigan may be able to assist. Contact the Federal 
Compliance Division (FCD) at central office for child-specific 
instructions. 

MCI Wards/Former 
MCI Wards 

An MCI ward is a permanent ward of DHS, thus the department 
becomes the parent and has the legal responsibility to handle all 
arrangements relating to the child's burial. Minor children of an MCI 
ward or former MCI ward with an active foster care case are also 
eligible for funeral payments. 

If an MCI ward's family is known, the family is to be advised of the 
child's death. The family should be offered the opportunity to partici-
pate in the funeral arrangements. The local office manager or 
designee has the authority to handle these arrangements. 

Payment must be made from the state ward board and care in MiS-
ACWIS upon receipt of a bill from the local office of the county in 
which funeral arrangements have been made.  

The placement or PAFC provider can be reimbursed for up to $100 
for the cost of flowers or associated funeral expenses. Paid service 
authorizations for flowers or other associated funeral payments are 
submitted as an exceptional request in MiSACWIS. A paid receipt 
must be attached to the request. Prior approval is not required.  

The cost for both the gravestone and placement cannot exceed 
$600. Service authorizations for gravestone markers must be sub-
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mitted as an exceptional request in MiSACWIS and accompanied 
by an estimate for the gravestone and installation. The provider 
must be enrolled in Bridges by submitting the DHS-2351-X, 
Provider Enrollment/Change Request, to FCD at dhs-
federalcompliancedivision@michigan.gov prior to payment(s) being 
authorized. 

The burial allowance must conform with DHS burial standards; see 
ERM 306, Burials. A DHS-1582CS, Children's Services Payment 
Authorization, with the bill attached is to be directed to central 
office, DHS Accounting/Payment Processing Unit. 

The correct code for Box 20 N.I.G.P commodity code is 952-64. 
Additional coding is as follows: 

36. 
Agency 
Code 

37. 
Prop. 
Year 

38. 
Index 
Code 

39. 
Program Cost 
Account (PCA) 

40. 
Agency Object 
Code (AOBJ) 

41. 
Distribution 

(Dollar Amount) 

431 0 96000 72210 6335  
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