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INTERSTATE 
FOSTER CARE 
REQUESTS 

Under the Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children (ICPC), 
the following requests must be referred to local MDHHS offices for 
services: 

 Home studies and licensing of a prospective placement 
resource for a foster child under court or state supervision in 
another state. The procedures outlined in FOM 922-1, Foster 
Family Home Development, must be followed. 

 Supervision of the placement of a child with a parent/relative 
when the child is under court or state jurisdiction in another 
state. The procedures outlined in FOM 922-1, Foster Family 
Home Development, must be followed. A criminal history and 
central registry check must also be completed for all adults 
living in the home. 

 Evaluation and supervision of a family foster care placement 
when the child is under court or state jurisdiction in another 
state. 

In cases where the juvenile referred is on probation or parole, the 
juvenile supervision rules of the Interstate Compact for Juveniles 
(ICJ) take precedence over the ICPC.  An ICJ referral is mandatory.  
Unless withdrawal or closure of the ICPC referral is agreed to by 
both states, the ICPC home evaluation must also be completed for 
compact coverage in the event that the ICJ case closes before the 
ICPC case. 

In cases where a delinquent youth is part of a sibling group that is 
the subject of an ICPC referral, staff must contact the Interstate 
Compact Office so that the office can request the sending state 
make a referral for ICJ supervision.   The remaining children remain 
the subject of the ICPC referral.  When the ICJ case is closed, the 
delinquent juvenile reverts to compact coverage under ICPC if that 
case remains open. 
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MICHIGAN 
RESPONSIBILITY
AS THE SENDING 
STATE 

The local agency with legal custody of the child, hereinafter referred 
to as the sending agency, must always initiate the referral.  

An interstate referral and/or home study requested by a private 
agency, on behalf of MDHHS requires MDHHS approval and 
signatures from the MDHHS POS monitoring worker on the 
following interstate forms: 

 DHS-4332, Interstate Compact Placement Request (100A).  

 DHS-4333, Interstate Compact Report on Child’s Placement 
Status (100B). 

 DHS-4334, Financial/Medical Plan. 

 DHS-4335, Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children 
Checklist. 

 DHS-4336, Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children 
Placement Prescreening. 

 DHS-3750, Sending State Expedited Home Study Request 
(101).  This form must be included with a Regulation 7 
Expedited Home Study Request. 

MDHHS workers may refer to the DHS-4335, ICPC Checklist, when 
preparing interstate referral packets. 

Interstate 
Referral Packet 

All referral packets must be submitted to the Michigan Interstate 
Compact Office in triplicate, and must include the following: 

 A DHS-4332, Interstate Compact Placement Request (100A). 
Workers must indicate on this form whether they are 
requesting a parental, relative or foster home study.  

 Parental home studies may be requested when placement 
with an out-of-state parent is investigated.  This study 
must meet the requirements in the DHS-3130-A Initial 
Relative Placement Home Study. 
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 Relative home studies must be requested when placement 
with an out-of-state relative is investigated. This study 
must be completed as an initial study of the relative and 
must meet the requirements in the DHS-3130-A.  

 Relative home studies are also required when requesting 
a Regulation 7 expedited home study or a relative has 
signed a DHS-972, Foster Home Licensing Requirements 
for Relative Caregivers, agreeing to pursue licensure after 
the child is placed, to allow for placement of the child prior 
to completing a foster home license. In cases where 
licensing is to be pursued after a relative placement, a 
foster home study must be made within 14 calendar days 
of the relative placement. The foster home study must be 
requested when a foster home license is required prior to 
a child being placed, which may include relatives being 
considered for placement. 

 A DHS-4336, Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children 
Placement Prescreening. 

 A cover letter, which includes: 

 A summary of the child’s current situation and the 
permanency plan for the child. 

 The reason this placement is sought versus a placement 
in Michigan. 

 Specific concerns to be evaluated by the receiving state. 

 A request for criminal history check for all adults living in 
the household. A central registry check is required unless 
the other state does not have a central registry.  Checks 
for relatives and friends on a planned visit of less than 14 
calendar days in succession or 30 calendar days 
aggregate in one year are not required. 

 A request for details of the potential placement’s ability to 
provide for the child both financially and medically. 

 The minimum standards for a parent or relative home 
study and licensing requirements in Michigan. The 
procedures outlined in FOM 922-1, Foster Family 
Development, and FOM 722-3B, Relative Engagement 
and Placement, must be referenced and attached. 
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 Social History (child evaluation, family background, family 
history, medical reports, school reports, and psychological 
reports for the child, etc.).  

 Current court order indicating child's legal status and agency 
having legal custody. 

 DHS-4334, Financial / Medical Plan. 

 DHS-352, Initial Determination of Appropriate Foster Care 
Funding Source. 

 Other pertinent information, (birth certificate, Social Security 
number, and immunization records). 

 If applicable, include one or more of the following items: 

 DHS-3309, Interstate Guardianship Plan Notice, if the 
child’s permanency goal is guardianship. 

 DHS-972, Foster Home Licensing Requirements for 
Relative Caregivers. 

Note:  The worker must use the DHS-972 to discuss the 
benefits of foster home licensure. If the relative agrees to 
pursue foster home licensing, the worker must have the 
relative sign the DHS-972 to accompany the interstate request 
referral packet. 

 The completed foster home study and foster care license of the 
placement resource, if requesting a Regulation 1 placement. 

 Court order resulting from the DHS-3750, Regulation 7 
Expedited Home Study (101). 

The Michigan Interstate Compact Office must: 

 Review and forward the referral packet to the receiving state’s 
Interstate Compact Office. 

 Maintain regular contact with the receiving state to obtain home 
study status updates. 

 Send notification of placement approval or denial, along with 
completed home study to the Michigan local agency. 

The local Michigan agency must: 
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 Send the DHS-4333, Interstate Compact Report on Child’s 
Placement Status (100B), to the Michigan Interstate Compact 
Office in triplicate. 

 Submit the DHS-875, Waiver of Foster Home Licensure 
Relative Caregiver, if required. Copies of initial and annually 
reviewed waivers must be sent to the Michigan Interstate 
Compact Office; see FOM 722-3B, Relative Licensing, 
Waivers. 

 If the approved placement resource will not be used within six 
months of the approval date, send the DHS-4333 (100B) to 
close the interstate case. 

The Michigan Interstate Compact Office must forward the DHS-
4333 (100B) to the receiving state to initiate supervision or close 
the case. 

RECONSIDERA-
TION OF AN ICPC 
PLACEMENT 
REQUEST DENIAL 

Regulation 2 allows for the reconsideration of a home study denial. 
The Michigan Interstate Compact Office may request reconsidera-
tion of a placement denial within 90 calendar days of the date the 
DHS-4332, Interstate Compact Placement Request (100A), was 
signed. The request may be made with or without a new home 
study. 

Without a New 
Home Study 

The Michigan Interstate Compact Office may request that the 
receiving state Interstate Compact Office reconsider the placement 
denial. If the receiving state Interstate Compact Office chooses to 
overturn the denial, it can be based on the review of the evidence 
presented by the Michigan Interstate Compact Office and any other 
new information deemed appropriate. A new DHS-4332, Interstate 
Compact Placement Request (100A), giving an approval without a 
new home study must be signed. 
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With a Request 
for a New Home 
Study Re-
examining 
Reasons for 
Original Denial 

The Michigan Interstate Compact Office may send a new DHS-
4332, Interstate Compact Placement Request (100A), with a cover 
letter documenting that the reason for denial has been corrected. 

Reversing a 
Prior Denied 
Placement 

The receiving state has 60 calendar days from the receipt of the 
request for placement reconsideration. 

MICHIGAN 
RESPONSIBILITY 
AS THE 
RECEIVING 
STATE 

The Michigan Interstate Compact Office must: 

 Log incoming cases to establish time frames consistent with 
the Safe and Timely Interstate Placement of Foster Children 
Act of 2006. 

 Notify the local office contact and backup contact person via 
email with a brief summary of the new home study request to 
include: 

 Name, date of birth, gender and race of child. 

 Name, address and phone number of person(s) to be 
studied and relationship to child. 

 Critical information that may impact evaluation of the 
home; for example, the special needs of child. 

 Send the referral packet to the local MDHHS agency via 
interoffice mail. 
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 Initiate status inquiries to the local agency at 20-, 40- and 60-
calendar day intervals and then every 30 calendar days 
thereafter. 

The local Michigan agency must: 

 Verify whether the foster family has completed an up-to-date 
approved home study. The procedures in FOM 922-1, Foster 
Home Development, must be followed. 

 Comply with the Safe and Timely Interstate Placement of 
Foster Children Act of 2006 by ensuring all home studies are 
completed and returned to the Interstate Compact Office within 
60 calendar days. 

 Forward three copies of the foster home study to the Michigan 
Interstate Compact Office, which must include a 
recommendation regarding the appropriateness of the 
particular family as a match for the child. 

The Michigan Interstate Compact Office must: 

 Approve or deny the placement based on the recommendation 
of the local agency. 

 Forward the DHS-4332 (100A), along with the completed home 
study to the sending state. 

 Inform the local agency of the placement date to initiate 
supervision via the DHS-4333 (100B). 

ICPC REGULATIONS 
 
Relocation 
(Regulation 1) 

Regulation 1 allows for the relocation of an approved existing 
placement from one state to another pending interstate compact 
approval. The worker must use the procedures outlined for an inter-
state referral packet.  
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Prescreening 
Prospective 
Placement 
Resources 
(Regulation 2) 

Regulation 2 establishes requirements to prescreen prospective 
placement resources. 

When submitting the interstate referral to the Interstate Compact 
Office, the caseworker must include a signed DHS-4336, Interstate 
Compact on the Placement of Children Placement Prescreening. 
Information on the form must: 

 Confirm the potential placement resource is interested in being 
a placement resource of the child and is willing to cooperate 
with the ICPC process. 

 Include the full name and correct physical mailing address of 
the placement resource, all available telephone numbers, and 
other contact information. 

 Describe the number and type of bedrooms in the home to 
accommodate the youth under consideration for placement and 
the number of people, including children, who will be residing in 
the home. 

 Confirm that the placement resource acknowledges that they 
have sufficient financial resources to feed, clothe, and care for 
the child, including child care, if needed. 

 Include acknowledgment by the placement resource that a 
criminal records and child abuse check will be completed on 
any persons residing in the home, as required to be screened 
under the law of the receiving state. 

Expedited 
Placement 
(Regulation 7) 

Regulation 7 established procedure for an expedited placement of 
children.  Regulation 7 sets forth limited circumstances under which 
the court can issue an expedited placement order. 
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A separate court order requesting the expedited placement must be 
issued when the proposed placement is the child's parent, steppar-
ent, grandparent, adult brother or sister, adult uncle or aunt, or the 
child's guardian, and for requests for parental placements from 
other states, and one or more of the following special circum-
stances exists: 

 The child has unexpectedly become dependent due to a 
sudden or recent incarceration, incapacitation or death of a 
parent or guardian. Incapacitation is defined as a parent or 
guardian’s inability to care for a child due to their medical, 
mental or physical condition. 

 The child is four years of age or younger and all siblings, 
regardless of age, are to be placed with the same proposed 
placement resource. 

 The child is in an emergency shelter. 

 The court finds that any child in the sibling group has spent a 
substantial amount of time in the home of a proposed 
placement resource. Substantial means the proposed 
placement has a familial or mentoring role with the child, has 
spent more than cursory time with the child, and has 
established more than a minimal bond with the child. In 
accordance with paragraph 9 of Regulation 7, the court must 
send the order to the sending agency within two business 
days. The order must include the name, address, telephone 
number, and if available, the fax number of the judge and the 
court. 

The court must order the sending agency to send the interstate 
referral packet via overnight mail within three business days to the 
sending state Interstate Compact Office including the: 

 DHS-4336, Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children 
Placement Prescreening. 

 Signed court order, stating the special circumstance(s).  

 DHS-4332, Interstate Compact Placement Request (100A) 
(five copies). 

 DHS-4334, Financial/Medical Plan. 

 DHS-3750, Sending State Expedited Home Study Request 
(101). 
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Within two business days after receipt of the expedited placement 
request: 

 Forward the expedited request and its accompanying 
documentation to the receiving state Interstate Compact Office 
by overnight mail. 

 Provide notice that the request for placement is entitled to 
priority processing. 

The receiving state Interstate Compact Office must process the 
request through the receiving state local agency and respond back 
within 20 business days to the sending state Interstate Compact 
Office with a recommendation as to the appropriateness of the 
placement. 

If the receiving state Interstate Compact Office fails to complete this 
action within the time period allowed, the receiving state shall be 
deemed to be out of compliance with the ICPC. The court, which 
made the expedited order, may inform an appropriate court in the 
receiving state, provide that court with copies of relevant documen-
tation, and request assistance. Within its jurisdiction and authority, 
the requested court may make appropriate orders, for the purpose 
of obtaining compliance with the regulation and the ICPC. 

This will not apply if: 

 Within two business days of receipt of the ICPC expedited 
placement request, the sending state Interstate Compact Office 
determines that the ICPC request documentation is substan-
tially insufficient, specifies that additional information is 
needed, and requests the additional documentation from the 
sending agency. The request must be made by fax, or by 
telephone if fax is not available. 

 Within two business days of receipt of the expedited placement 
request, the receiving state Interstate Compact Office notifies 
the sending state Interstate Compact Office that further 
information is necessary. Such notice must specifically detail 
the information needed. 

 If either of the first two provisions above apply, the 20 business 
day period for the receiving state Interstate Compact Office to 
complete action must be calculated from the date the receiving 
state Interstate Compact Office receives the additional 
documentation requested. 
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 The child has already been placed with the resource. 

Time periods in this regulation may be modified with a written 
agreement between the court which made the expedited order, the 
sending agency, the receiving state Interstate Compact Office, and 
the sending state Interstate Compact Office. Any modification will 
apply only to the individual case to which it is addressed. 

Unless otherwise required or allowed by this regulation, all transmit-
tals of documents or other written materials must be by overnight 
express mail carrier service. 

Supervisory 
Responsibilities 
(Regulation 11) 

Regulation 11 details the responsibilities of states to supervise chil-
dren in out-of-state placements as stated in the Interstate Compact 
on the Placement of Children. 

The supervision responsibilities of the receiving state include: 

 Supervision must begin when the child is placed in the 
receiving state, pursuant to an approved placement under 
Article III(d) of the Interstate Compact on the Placement of 
Children, and the receiving state has received a form DHS-
4333 (100B) from the sending state indicating the date of the 
child’s placement. 

 Supervision can and should begin prior to receipt of the DHS-
4333 (100B) if the receiving state has been informed by other 
means that the child has been placed pursuant to an approved 
placement. 

 Supervision must include face-to-face visits with the child at 
least once each calendar month, and beginning no later than 
30 calendar days from the date on which the child is placed, or 
30 calendar days from the date on which the receiving state is 
notified of the child’s placement. 

The supervisory reports must be sent to the Interstate Compact 
Office quarterly in triplicate, and must include the following: 

 Date and location of each face-to-face contact with the child 
since the last supervision report was completed. 
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 A summary of the child’s current circumstances, including a 
statement regarding the ongoing safety and well-being of the 
child. 

 If the child is attending school, a summary of the child’s 
academic performance, along with copies of any available 
report cards, education-related evaluations or Individualized 
Education Program.  

 A summary of the child’s current health status, including mental 
health, the dates of any health-related appointments that have 
occurred since the last supervision report was completed, the 
name and address of any health providers seen, and copies of 
any available health-related evaluations, reports or other perti-
nent health records. 

 An assessment of the current placement and caregivers, 
including but not limited to: 

 Physical condition of caregiver’s home. 

 Caregiver’s commitment to the foster child. 

 Current status of the caregiver and family. 

 Any changes in caregiver family composition, health, 
financial situation, work, legal involvement, and social 
relationships. 

 Child care arrangements for the foster child. 

LEGAL BASIS 

Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children, 1984 PA 114, as 
amended, MCL 3.711 et seq 

Interstate Compact for Juveniles, 2003 PA 56, as amended, MCL 
3.691 et seq 

Social Welfare Act, 1939 PA 280, as amended, MCL 400.1 et seq 

Michigan Administrative Rules R400.10 thru R400.18 
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