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ICPC PROGRAM 
OVERVIEW 

The Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children (ICPC) 
ensures protection and services to children placed across state 
lines for parental, foster care, adoption and residential placements 
by establishing procedures that verify placements are safe, suitable 
and able to provide proper care given the needs of the child. The 
compact also assigns legal, financial and medical responsibilities to 
those involved in making the placements. 

All requests for compact services must be routed through the 
Interstate Compact Office (compact office) in MDHHS. In most 
cases, the local agency is responsible via the compact office for 
responding to inquiries and requests for services from other states.  

SITUATIONS NOT 
COVERED UNDER 
ICPC 

The ICPC does not apply to the following situations: 

 Placement with a parent from whom the child was not removed 
and the court relinquishes jurisdiction.  This applies when the 
court placed the child with a parent from whom the child was 
not removed, the court has no evidence that the parent is unfit, 
and the court does not seek any evidence from the receiving 
state that the parent is either fit or unfit. 

 Placement with a parent following a courtesy check and the 
court relinquishes jurisdiction.  This applies when the sending 
court/agency seeks an independent (not ICPC-related) 
courtesy check for placement with a parent from whom the 
child was not removed. 

 Children placed across state lines in guardianships under the 
Estates and Protected Individuals Code or a juvenile 
guardianship after the underlying foster care case is closed. 
Children who are eligible for juvenile guardianship are included 
under the foster care procedures. 

LEGAL 
REQUIREMENTS 

State Laws 

Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children, 1984 PA 114, as 
amended, MCL 3.711 et seq. 
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Social Welfare Act, 1939 PA 280, as amended, MCL 400.1 et seq. 

Federal Laws 

P.L. 109-239, Safe and Timely Interstate Placement of Foster Chil-
dren Act of 2006, amends titles IV-B and IV-E of the Social Security 
Act, encouraging states to improve protections for children and 
holding them accountable for the safe and timely placement of 
children across state lines. 

P.L. 109-239 requires each state to have in effect procedures for 
the orderly and timely interstate placement of children and 
completion of all foster care (including relative and parent) and 
adoptive home studies requested by another state. Home studies 
must: 

 Be completed within 60 calendar days of receipt of the request 
by the Interstate Compact Office. 

 Include an assessment of the safety and suitability of the home 
and address the extent to which placement in the home would 
meet the needs of the child. 

The receiving state is not required to complete the parts of the 
home study involving the training and education of prospective 
foster and adoptive parents within the applicable time period. While 
the foster care/adoptive home study must be completed within the 
60 days, the actual placement cannot be made until approval is 
given by the Interstate Compact Office. 

A state must accept home studies from another state, a private 
agency contracting with another state, or an Indian tribe as meeting 
any requirements imposed by the state for completion of a home 
study before placing the child in the home. States cannot impose 
restrictions on usage of private agencies to conduct the home stud-
ies. 

P.L. 109-248, Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act of 2006, 
protects children from violent crime with an emphasis placed on 
preventing sex offenders’ access to children. 

P.L. 109-248 requires states to have procedures in place to 
conduct criminal background checks on prospective foster and 
adoptive parents regardless of whether foster care maintenance 
payments or adoption assistance payments are to be made on 
behalf of the child. 
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The Adam Walsh Act requires states to conduct background 
checks with respect to prospective foster/adoptive parents and any 
other adult(s) living in the home of such parent. Before a 
prospective foster or adoptive parent may be approved for 
placement of a child, states must check child abuse and neglect 
registries in each state the prospective foster/adoptive parents, and 
other adult(s) living in the home, have resided in during the 
preceding five years. 

FINGERPRINTING  

Applicants for foster home licensing and adoption must be finger-
printed. Current foster parents must have fingerprint clearances 
prior to their next license renewal. Also, the licensed child placing 
agency working with a foster home license or adoptive parent appli-
cant must conduct a check for substantiated child abuse or neglect 
in every state where the applicant or any adult household member 
has lived in the five years preceding application. Statutory changes 
were made to comply with federal requirements in the Adam Walsh 
Act.  

Electronic fingerprinting completed by a private agency is analyzed, 
transmitted and then stored on a Michigan State Police database; 
see FOM 921-1, Foster Family Home Development, Foster Home 
Licensing, Fingerprinting. 

LICENSING 
REQUIREMENTS 

All potential relative placements must be well-informed of the bene-
fits of becoming licensed as foster parents. If the family expresses 
an interest in becoming licensed, the foster care worker must have 
the family sign the DHS-972, Foster Home Licensing Requirements 
for Relative Caregivers. This form must be included in the packet 
that requests an interstate home study be completed or attached to 
a completed relative home study submitted to the sending state.  

For ICPC adoption and foster care placements, relatives must be 
licensed. Waivers of the licensing requirement may be considered 
only if all of the following are met: 

 The relatives have been informed of the benefits of licensing 
and given time to consider such benefits. 

 The relatives steadfastly continue to refuse licensing. 

 No other suitable placement is available. 
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 Placement with the relative is in the best interest of the child. 

Michigan waiver procedures are contained in FOM 722-3B, 
Relative Engagement and Placement; Relative Licensing Waivers. 
In cases where the family is requesting a waiver from foster care 
licensure, the worker must have a completed copy of an approved 
home study from the receiving state. The worker must first 
determine whether the receiving state will allow placement with an 
unlicensed relative. The receiving state’s rules and policies 
regarding foster home licensure may supersede the sending state’s 
requirements. Workers must consider the requirements of the 
sending and receiving states when making placement of a child. 
The foster care worker must review the completed home study to 
determine whether the relative would be eligible for the foster home 
licensing waiver. 

In certain circumstances, the foster care license of a relative’s 
home does not have to be completed prior to the placement or to 
continue the placement of a child from another state or a Michigan 
child in another state. A child may be placed with an unlicensed 
relative, if one of the following conditions is met: 

 Signed and approved DHS-972, Foster Home Licensing 
Requirements for Relative Caregivers, as part of the initial 
packet requesting a home study. 

 Approved DHS-875, Waiver of Foster Home Licensing Relative 
Caregiver. 

 Regulation 7 Expedited Home Study; see ICM 130, Interstate 
Foster Care Procedures. 

MCI WARDS AND 
INTERSTATE 
PLACEMENT 
REQUESTS 

When investigating a potential out-of-state placement for a MCI 
ward, the foster care or adoption worker must consult with the MCI 
office prior to making an interstate home study request.  

DEFINITIONS 

Interstate Compact Placement Request (DHS-4332)(100A). 
Form used to initiate an ICPC referral request. 
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Interstate Compact Report on Child’s Placement Status (DHS-
4333)(100B). Form used to identify the child’s placement start date 
and identify ongoing supervision and reports. This form is also used 
to close the ICPC case. 

Financial/Medical Plan (DHS-4334). Form used to document 
financial supports and medical planning for the child. 

Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children Checklist 
(DHS-4335). A list of the required documentation needed when 
making an ICPC referral. 

Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children Placement 
Prescreening (DHS-4336). The form used to conduct prescreening 
in accordance with Regulation 2. 

Sending State Expedited Home Study Request (DHS-
3750)(101). Form used when making a Regulation 7, expedited 
home study placement; see ICM 130, Interstate Foster Care 
Procedures. 

Interstate Home Study. A home study conducted by a state at the 
request of another state. 

Michigan Local Agency. A county MDHHS office, Family Division 
of the Circuit Court, public or private child caring institution, or 
private child placing agency. 

Other Local Agency. The local agency in the other state. This may 
be a juvenile court, department of corrections, or social service 
agency. 

Quarterly Report. Progress report to be completed at least every 
three months and submitted to the compact office, in triplicate. This 
report may be in the form of a letter or memorandum and must 
include identifying information regarding the child, current place-
ment, legal status, dates of contact with the child, and the sending 
state. The report must also include progress or problems regarding 
school, employment, health, home and family life, community 
adjustment, legal problems, and any other special concerns that 
need to be brought to the attention of the sending state; see ICM 
130, Interstate Foster Care Procedures. 

Receiving State. The state that receives a request for supervision 
of a child or service from another state. In adoption cases, the 
receiving state is the state where the prospective adoptive family is 
living. 
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ICPC Regulation 1. This regulation allows for the relocation of an 
approved existing placement resource from one state to another, 
pending Interstate Compact Office approval; see ICM 130, 
Interstate Foster Care Procedures.  

ICPC Regulation 2. This regulation establishes requirements for 
prescreening prospective placement resources; see ICM 130, Inter-
state Foster Care Procedures. 

ICPC Regulation 6. This regulation allows placement for up to six 
months from the date of written interstate approval via a form 100A 
(DHS-4332), Interstate Compact Placement Request. 

ICPC Regulation 7. Used to initiate an expedited referral under 
certain circumstances; see ICM 130, Interstate Foster Care Proce-
dures. 

ICPC Regulation 9. Used to support visitation. This regulation 
allows a child to visit a friend or relative in another state for up to 30 
calendar days without being subject to ICPC requirements. Visits, 
such as a child’s vacation from school, may extend beyond the 30-
calendar-day time frame as long as begin and end dates have been 
established. 

ICPC Regulation 11. Provides responsibilities of states to 
supervise children; see ICM 130, Interstate Foster Care 
Procedures. 

Runaway. A child under the juvenile jurisdictional age limit estab-
lished by the state of residence, who has run away from his/her 
home state, without the consent of the parent, guardian, person or 
agency entitled to legal custody or supervision. In Michigan, this 
definition includes non-wards and non-delinquent wards. Children 
who have left their out-of-state placement without permission shall 
be returned to their state of residence via the Interstate Compact 
for Juveniles; see ICM 160, Interstate Runaway, Escapee and 
Absconder Procedures. 

Sending State. The state that has legal jurisdiction, via either 
MDHHS, court, or private agency that sends another state a 
request for a home study and/or supervision of a youth or service. 
In adoption cases, the sending state is the state where the 
prospective adoptive child is living. 
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