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Subject(s) 
1. FIP school attendance requirements. 
2. Age as a FIP eligibility requirement. 
3. Minor parent and school attendance requirement changes. 

1) FIP SCHOOL 
ATTENDANCE 
REQUIREMENTS  

BEM 245 

Dependent children age 6 to 17 must attend school full-time.  

Age 6 to 15 

A dependent child age 6 through 15 must attend school full-time. If 
a dependent child age 6 through 15 is not attending school full-
time, the entire FIP group is not eligible to receive FIP. 

Age 16 or 17 

A dependent child age 16 or 17 who is not attending high school 
full-time is disqualified from the FIP group in Bridges.  

Note:  A dependent child age 16 or 17 who has graduated from 
high school is not required to participate in the work participation 
program; see BEM 230A. 

Age 18 

Dependent children age 18 must attend high school full-time until 
either the dependent child graduates from high school or turns 19, 
whichever occurs first. 

Minor Parent 

Minor parents under age 17 must attend high school full-time; see 
BEM 201. Refer a minor parent to the work participation program 
once he or she graduates high school; see BEM 230A. 
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School Attendance 

Dependent Children 

FIP Only 

Dependent children ages 6 through 18 must meet one of the condi-
tions described below: 

 A child age 6 through 17 must be a full-time student.  

 A child age 18 must attend high school full-time until either the 
child graduates from high school or turns 19, whichever occurs 
first. 

A dependent child must be enrolled in and attending a school as 
defined in this item. Courses which are not administered by a 
school do not meet the requirement of school attendance. 
Correspondence or Web-based courses administered by a school 
or used as part of a home school curriculum are acceptable. 

Consider a dependent child as still meeting the school attendance 
requirement during official school vacations or periods of extended 
illness, unless information is provided by the client that the depen-
dent child does not intend to return to school. 

Home Schooling 

FIP and FAP 

Parents and legal guardians must direct and oversee the home 
schooling of their dependent child in an organized educational pro-
gram. The parent or legal guardian is responsible for assigning 
homework, giving tests and grading tests. If home schooling contin-
ues through grade 12, the parent or legal guardian issues a high 
school diploma to the graduate. The organized educational 
program must include the subject areas of reading, spelling, 
mathematics, science, history, civics, literature, writing, and English 
grammar. Home school families may purchase the textbooks and 
instructional material of their choice. Parents or legal guardians are 
encouraged to maintain student records of progress throughout the 
year. There are no required tests for a home school student, but the 
parent or legal guardian is responsible for administering tests 
based upon the curriculum they use. 

The annual registration of a home school with the MDE is voluntary. 
It is not required unless the student has special needs and is 
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requesting special education services from the local public school 
or intermediate school district. A list of registered home schools is 
provided to intermediate school district superintendents each year. 
A parent or legal guardian may register a home school with the 
MDE by using the SM-4325, Nonpublic School Membership Report. 
Completion of the form is important. A home school student may be 
eligible to receive auxiliary services through their local public school 
district or ISD. 

It is not required that a parent or legal guardian inform their local 
school of the decision to home school. However, if the parent or 
legal guardian does not inform their local school, this may result in 
the student being marked absent and the involvement of the 
truancy officer. Notification may be a phone call or a written note to 
the district. 

Children Not 
Enrolled In School/ 
Home School 

FIP Only 

A referral must be made to child protective services and the school 
district truancy officer, per local school district procedure, if it is veri-
fied a dependent child age 6 to 17 is not enrolled/attending a public 
school or is not participating in an organized education program. 

Regaining FIP 
Eligibility After 
Previously Failing 
Student 
Enrollment/ 
Attendance 
Requirement 

FIP Only 

Full-time school attendance is mandatory for 21 consecutive calen-
dar days before regaining FIP eligibility if any of the following 
occurred previously: 

 A dependent child age 6 to 15 failed to attend school full-time 
and the FIP group lost eligibility. 

 A dependent child age 16 or 17 failed to attend high school full-
time and the child was disqualified from the FIP group.  
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 A minor parent failed to attend school full-time and was denied 
FIP benefits at application or was a disqualified dependent 
child on a FIP group. 

Note:  If the mandatory 21 calendar day attendance requirement is 
during summer break, verify school enrollment for the following 
school year prior to FIP eligibility. Once the new school year has 
started, verify the dependent child is attending school full-time. 
Create a manual task and reminder in Bridges to verify full-time 
attendance after school starts. Once the school year has started 
and it is verified the minor parent or dependent child is not 
attending school full time, take appropriate action regarding the FIP 
group based on department policy in this item. 

Verification 
Requirements 

FIP Only 

Verify school enrollment and attendance at application and redeter-
mination beginning with age 6.  

Verify school enrollment and attendance at application, 
redetermination and at each birthday beginning with age 16. 

Verify school enrollment and attendance for minor parents at appli-
cation, redetermination and at each birthday. 

Verification 
Sources 

FIP Only 

School enrollment and attendance: 

 DHS-3380, Verification of Student Information. At each 
birthday a child has beginning with age 16, Bridges 
automatically sends the DHS-3380.  

 For home schools, verification of the organized educational 
program used, curriculum agenda, instruction materials or 
student records may be used. The SM-4325, Nonpublic School 
Membership Report may also be used, but completion of this 
form is voluntary for home schools.  

 Telephone contact with the school. 
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Reason:  New Policy 

Communication Plan: What’s New 

2) AGE AS A FIP 
ELIGIBILITY 
REQUIREMENT 

BEM 240 

FIP Only 

A dependent child must meet the conditions described below: 

 The dependent child is under age 6.  

 The dependent child is age 6 through 17, attending school full-
time. 

 The dependent child is age 18 and attending high school full-
time until either the dependent child graduates from high 
school or turns 19, whichever occurs first. 

A FIP group that has a dependent child age 6 through 15 that is not 
attending school full-time is not eligible for FIP. 

A dependent child age 16 or 17 who is not attending high school 
full-time is not eligible for FIP benefits. The dependent child will 
have a Disqualified FIP eligibility determination group (EDG) 
participation status in Bridges. 

Note:  A dependent child under the age of 18 who has graduated 
high school is eligible for FIP until the dependent child’s 18th 
birthday.  

See BEM 245 for the definition of high school, an explanation of 
full-time enrollment and attendance, and verification sources. 

Reason:  New policy. 

Communication Plan: What’s New. 
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3) MINOR PARENT 
AND SCHOOL 
ATTENDANCE 
REQUIREMENT 
CHANGES 

BEM 201 

As a condition of eligibility, a minor parent must attend high school 
full-time. See BEM 245 for the definition of high school and full-
time. 

Minor parents who have graduated from high school must partici-
pate in the work participation program. 

Failure to meet the above requirements causes ineligibility for the 
minor parent and his/her child. This requirement applies to all minor 
parents, including those who are living with a parent, stepparent, 
legal guardian, or other adult relative and are not the grantee. 

If an applicant minor parent will not agree to attend school deny or 
close the FIP Eligibility Determination Group (EDG). A minor parent 
whose FIP is closed for this reason must reapply and enroll in 
school before assistance can be granted; see BEM 245 Regaining 
FIP Eligibility After Previously Failing Student Enrollment/Atten-
dance Requirement. 

Reason:  Program consistency. 

Communication Plan: What’s New. 

LEGAL BASE 

FIP 

MCL 380.10 
MCL 380.1561 
MCL 400.57(1)(c) 
MCL 400.57(c) 
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MANUAL 
MAINTENANCE 
INSTRUCTIONS 
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